490  AN  INTRODUCTION   TO   CHILD  STUDY
LEARNING    POETRY
In learning poetry children should first of all gain an
appreciation of the poem. Then, unless the poem is a large
one, they may learn it most efficiently by reading it in its
entirety several times every day until parts of it can be
recalled, and giving additional study to the parts which are
difficult to remember. They may, however, learn it part
by part. The latter method seems to be more suitable for
memorizing long poems and it meets the needs of the
younger and less intelligent children. In addition to these
factors a number of other considerations enter in to make
the "whole'* method preferable in some cases and the "part"
method in other cases.
If the poem is one worth remembering permanently, it
should be repeated a number of times after it has apparently
been learned. There is "learning" and "overlearning." The
things that we do over and over, having once learned them,
are the things we always remember. We do not forget the
Lord's prayer, how to count to 100, or how to swim because
we have overlearned them.
IMPROVING   WRITING   ABILITY
As children discover more and more uses for handwriting,
their willingness to practice the movements which result in
standard speed and quality increases. The standard set
should be one of combined speed, ease, and quality. In
these grades, they need to practice writing legibly as rhyth-
mically and fast as they can, rather than writing beautifully
but so slowly that their skill is of little practical value.
Many systems of writing break down when put to the test
of rapid legible writing. They require certain equipment
and a certain position which is not practical in many study
situations. Children find that they cannot write rapidly
enough using the method they were taught, so they discard it
and write in any way that will enable them to get their
homework finished.